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Introduction
Income and wealth of individuals and households strongly influence their well-being. The levels and the distributions of these economic resources and their changes over time within a society are of utmost importance from a scientific as well as from a political point of view. A minimum amount of regular income is also a necessary though not always a sufficient condition to avoid poverty. Strictly speaking, net equivalent income and net wealth are the relevant variables.
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To calculate these variables, however, one needs information on all sources of income and all components of wealth as well as all kinds of personal taxes and social security contributions. This is especially important for the analysis of changes in the composition of the poverty population by rises from and falls into income poverty.
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If one extends the perspective from a short-run to a long-run view, one also wants to know changes of economic resources of individuals over the entire life course. Part of the life course of an individual may be as a member of a family so that the life courses of other family members and their 1 Net equivalent income is a weighted per capita income derived from the net income of the household of which an individual is a member. Net wealth is the difference between all assets of a household and its debts. 
An overview of public data sources and their availability for research in income, wealth, and poverty
Since 2001 when the KVI published its recommendations the German statistical infrastructure for empirical research in the economic and social sciences has greatly improved. (1962/63, 1969, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003) ;
c. German contribution "Leben in Deutschland" to the European Statistics on
Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) (2005); European Community
Household Panel (ECHP) (1994 , 1995 , 1996 d. Income Tax Files (1992 , 1995 , 1998 , 2001 , 2004 ); e. A Tax Payer Panel (2001 , 2002 , 2003 , 2004  f. Inheritance Tax File (2002); g. Social Assistance Files (1998) (1999) (2000) (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) The data sets a), b), c) are sample surveys while d), e), f) and g) are samples of administrative data sets. All these data sets are relevant for analyses on income, wealth and poverty, but we will only comment on the surveys. The rather new tax files are very promising for distributional analyses.
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Methodological research on problems of the administrative data sets 
Research Data Center of the German Labor Office (Bundesagentur für Arbeit (BA) operated by the Institute of Labor Market Research (IAB)):
h. IAB-Employee Sample (IAB-Beschäftigtenstichprobe (IABS)) i. Cross-section Sample "Living conditions and social protection" Data set h) is an administrative data set that is valuable for research on the distribution of labor income of individuals thus contributing to the explanation of the distribution of net equivalent income derived from household net income. In this statistic, however, higher labor incomes of employees are only recorded up to the legal limit for social security contributions.
Data set i) is a singular survey that can be used for analyses of income distribution among households but comparability with other surveys is limited. Data sets j) and k) are based on surveys focusing on the long-term unemployed, and thus can contribute to a partial explanation of net household income and of poverty but only for this subgroup of the population. Data set l) is a sample of a longitudinal administrative data survey. (1986, 1995, 2003) , and Altersvorsorge in Deutschland (AVID) (1996, 2005) ) they are not available for independent scientific research but only for research commissioned by the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs. 12 This is in contradiction to the recommendations of the KVI that all surveys paid for by public money should be available to scientists.
Research Data Center of the German Pension

Problems of the informational infrastructure for research in income, wealth and poverty provided by public bodies
Problems mentioned by a report of a European peer review group
The peer review initiated by Eurostat detected some problems with the existing statistics of We fully support these recommendations but we will not repeat them in the final section of this paper.
Some problems of the informational infrastructure for empirical economic and social research with respect to income, wealth and poverty, however, are not dealt with by this peer review.
Obviously, they were not within its focus.
Additional problems of the German informational infrastructure with respect to scientific research in income, wealth and poverty
Statistics that are relevant for research in problems of income, wealth, and poverty are produced by different public bodies: The German Statistical Offices (Statistisches Bundesamt und Statistische Landesämter), the German Labor Office (Bundesagentur für Arbeit), the German Central Bank (Deutsche Bundesbank), the German Pension System and other Social Security Institutions (Deutsche Rentenversicherung Bund, andere Sozialversicherungszweige), and some Ministries. Either these statistics are ascertained according to special statistics laws, or they are produced along with the main administrative activities of the respective institution, or they are based on surveys commissioned to private market research companies and financed by public money. Regular evaluation processes for these other data collection activities similar to the peer review based on the European Statistics Code of Practice for the German Statistical Office do not exist for all public bodies. This lack of systematic control casts doubts on the reliability of the various data sets.
Up to now, it is not possible to draw a comprehensive picture of the distribution of income, wealth, and income poverty among the population permanently resident in Germany. The micro census, that is obligatory and that is based on a random sample, in principle, covers the entire resident population, but it does not contain sufficient information on income and wealth. Therefore, only rough analyses of income and poverty are possible.
The Income and Consumption Survey (ICS) record detailed information on income, wealth, consumption and savings, but it does not cover some population groups, namely households with very high incomes, persons living in institutions 16 and the homeless. Additionally, persons with a migration background, especially if they immigrated recently, are grossly underrepresented. Partly, the cause may be that the ISC it is a voluntary survey that is based on a quota sample instead of a random selection of the interviewees. Moreover, it uses questionnaires that are only phrased in German and that are mailed, instead of multilingual questionnaires distributed by interviewers. These gaps cause biased results with respect to the distribution of income, wealth, and income poverty. Moreover, because it is a quota sample it is not possible to calculate confidence intervals. Although it is not possible to analyze annual income mobility with this cross-section surveys carried out every five years, at least one can make pseudo-longitudinal analyses with a series of these surveys.
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The German contribution to the European Statistics on Income and Living Conditions (EU-SILC) also records income sources and some indicators of the quality of life but it neglects components of wealth, consumption and savings. It is, therefore, only suitable for the analysis of income distributions and income poverty. Each year one forth of the interviewees is selected at random. In its final stage, this survey will be a rotating Panel with each interviewee participating for four consecutive years. Therefore, one will be able to analyze annual income mobility and income poverty lasting longer than one year. There are doubts, however, whether the basis for the random selection of interviewees, the so-called access panel, is itself a random representation of the population resident in Germany. Moreover, the German contribution to EU-SILC is a voluntary mail survey with questionnaires phrased only in German so that various groups are underrepresented and the results, therefore, will be biased.
, 19
The data sources are based on different income and wealth concepts: current quarterly household net and gross income, annual household gross and net income of the previous year, 20 monthly gross income from earnings, different lists of components of household wealth and so on. Although there may be good reasons for different definitions of the variable "income" it is difficult to combine information from different statistics. Moreover, the grossed-up sums of the various kinds of income do not fully correspond with the same categories in the national accounts. For some income categories, these differences amount to more than 30 percent. 21 The differences are even greater with some wealth categories, especially with financial assets as compared to the sums published by the Deutsche Bundesbank. A second serious gap of the statistics on wealth is the neglect of the value of the ownership rights in unincorporated businesses. Additionally, the value of consumer durables and cars, antiquities, jewelry and the private ownership of precious metals is not recorded.
The distribution of wealth of the resident population should include all assets irrespective of whether estates and private businesses are located in Germany or abroad. The available household statistics, however, exclude assets located abroad that are not traded at the stock exchange. These various problems results in a considerable underestimate of the inequality of the distributions of net equivalent income and net household wealth. To explain the distribution of net wealth it would be extremely helpful to know the value of the inheritances and gifts inter vivo accrued up to the time of interview. Unfortunately, the Income and Consumption Surveys record this information only partially.
The IAB Employee Sample (IABS) records administrative data on gross labor income of workers and employees but only up to the limit for social security contributions. Higher incomes are only registered with the amount of this limit. It is impossible, therefore, to investigate the upper tail of the labor income distribution and to construct a complete distribution of income from labor.
Minimum benefit regulations, in principle, cover the entire population in case of too low a net household income. 
Recommendations
With respect to the problems described, we suggest several recommendations for the improvement of the informational infrastructure for research on income, wealth and poverty in addition to the aforementioned recommendations of the Peer Review Group.
 To improve the possibility for in depth research on recipients of minimum benefits all statistics on minimum benefits should be harmonized and a single Scientific Use File should be created similar to the former social assistance file.  To improve the possibility for in depth research on household wealth missing elements of wealth, e.g. the value of ownership of unicorporated businesses and of estates in foreign countries, should be included in the Income and Consumption Survey. It would also be very helpful it a question referring to the value of all inheritances ever received were included in the survey. Additionally, an adequate representation of foreigners should be guaranteed so that special studies on foreigners living in Germany can be undertaken.  To simplify work with Scientific Use Files quality reports on all household statistics including ex post checks with the Microcensus and various administrative statistics should be made available to the scientific community. These quality reports should also show the differences between survey results and the national accounts and national balance sheets, and possible causes. Moreover, the reliability of the income information ascertained by the Microcensus should be evaluated.  To improve the data for research on income, wealth and poverty methods should be developed to combine household surveys with administrative statistics, especially tax statistics, while safeguarding for confidentiality.  To cover the entire resident population new statistics on the homeless and persons in institutions at least with standard demographic variables should be developed.
Additionally, statistics on all the institutions in which individuals live should be developed.  The German data of EU-SILC that are handed over to Eurostat should be made available to German researchers via the RDC. The anonymization prepared by Eurostat should be accepted as sufficient for German researchers since it is possible to get the entire data set for all countries in this form from Eurostat but at a considerable cost.  It should be checked whether methodological improvements of the German contribution to EU-SILC are possible. This is the more important because it will become the main statistic for the German Reports on Poverty and Richness and the National Action Plans for Social Inclusion. In the long-run, this extremely important data set should be improved by using truly random samples, five waves for each quarter of the rotating panel with the first wave only being used as a pre-test, face-to-face interviews with multilingual questionnaires, sole responsibility of the German Federal Statistical Office, and outsourcing the fieldwork to a private market research company with a well-trained and permanent staff of interviewers.  The IAB Employee Sample (IABS) should be completed by more precise information on labor income above the limit for social security contributions. This could be done by extending the obligation of employers to report the labor income of employees above this limit at least by income brackets.
-It should be guaranteed that the interviewees of all future household surveys financed by public money, especially participants of the ASID and AVID surveys, give permission in advance to be included in Scientific Use Files derived from these surveys with proper regard to data protection laws. In due course, these data sets should either be made available for scientific research, by transmitting them to the Zentralarchiv in Cologne or by producing and distributing Scientific Use Files organized by one of the research data centers.
-The problem that for legal reasons it is not possible to transmit Scientific Use Files with
